: "The Effect of Thioridazine Hydrochloride and Chlorpromazine on thc Electrocardiogram ", j. Amer. JJed. Ass., 198, 134. Kelly, H. G., Fay, J. E., and Laverty, S. G. (1963) :
"Thieridazine Hydrochloride (Mellaril): Its Effect on the Electrocardiogram and a Report of Two Fatalities with Elcctrocardiographic Abnormalitics ", Can. 1Hed. Ass. j., 89, 546. Leestma, J. E., and Koening, K. L. (1958) . T.he .rapid incre~se in the number of pain cbmcs m the 1960 s has resulted in numerous new books being published on the subject, by single and joint authors. The latest to hand entitled Reli(j of Intractable Pain is the first in a series of monograms on anaesthesia published by Excepto Medica. This edition is edited by l\lark Swerdlow, a well-known writer on pain problems.
The ten chapters of this book are contributed by eminent authors from both sides of the Atlantic and show an excellent uniformity of style and quality. It brings together in one volume a review of modern physiological concepts of pain, psychological aspects of treatment an~ most practical methods of pain relief. The reVIewer found great interest and information in chapters on methods not practised by anaesthetists, but little new in the chapters on nerve block techniques, although these offered a good and up to date survey of the subject. There are g?od chapters on peripheral and spinal level chemIcal blocks, neurosurgical approaches, sympathetic blockade and percutaneous techniques. The latter does not mention percutaneous trigeminal ganglion radio frequency lesions which are a highly successful form of treatment for facial pain. This is one of the few defects in an otherwise excellent chapter on percutaneous methods.
I would see this hook as being of great value f,)r those directly involved in the treatment of pain and particularly those working in relative isolation, although it in no way replaces the major texts on technical aspects of pain relief. There is a good bibliography attached to each cha~ter for those who wish to go further in any partIcular field. References included some in 19i2.
It would be of even greater value to those ~urge?ns and physicians who first see the patient m pam. A good general knowledge of different pain syndromes and an indication of avenues available for pain relief can be rapidly gained from this volume. The index is adequate for rapid reference.
In summary, this is a well-presented book of some 250 pages, easy to read and well illustrated. It is to be hoped that it reaches a wide audience.
K. GILES.
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